
This assignment should help you become familiar with the methodologies and methods in your field, and it 
should allow you to study a scholar and his or her work closely, exploring how scholars connect to each other 
and engage in scholarly conversations. The assignment will also help you think about the research question 
you will write about for the final research essay, and it will provide the first few entries for your annotated 
bibliography. Finally, the assignment will expose you to workplace writing, in the form of memos, and to 
basic elements of document design.  
 
Some of the questions the report will answer include the following: 
� What are some of the scholars working in your field? 
� What are some of the methodologies used in the field?  
� What are some of the methods used in the field? Are there any specific tools, software, etc, that is in 

use in the discipline? 
� What are some of the research areas being explored in the field? 
� What are the publications (professional and scholarly) in the discipline? 
� What are some of the professional organizations in the discipline? 
� How is your scholar in conversation with other scholars? What other disciplines is your scholar in 

conversation with? 

Note: Use APA style for references (we will discuss the conventions used for memos and reports in class). 

Deliverable 1: The methodologies and topics of interest memo – 1 page, 5% of the grade 
Due: 18 February 2016 
 
You will submit a brief memo answering the questions below; the information contained in the memo will 
become part of the final report. 

1. What are the methodologies in your field? Make a list with brief descriptions. The library will be the 
best place to find this information. 

2. Based on your findings about methodology, create a list of topics being discussed in your field (3-4 
entries). Briefly discuss each topic and state which topics you find most interesting. 

 
Deliverable 2: The significant scholar and relevant publications memo – 1 page, 5% of the grade 
Due: 25 February 2016 
 
You will submit a memo answering the questions below; the information on the memo will become part of 
the final report 

1. Based on your research on topics of interest, identify scholars that research those topics. List some of 
the scholars and very briefly describe their general research areas. 

2. Choose one scholar to focus on. Write a list of 3-4 major publications and presentations created by 
the scholar. You will eventually look at the publications in-depth, so make sure the publications are 
aligned to your topics of interest (ideally, the topics of interest you researched in memo 1 connect to 
the scholar’s work in memo 2). The publications might appear in scholarly or professional (trade) 
journals and conferences. Make a note of the difference between publications. 

 

 



Deliverable 3: The discipline awareness report – 6-8 pages; 20% of the grade 
First draft due 17 March; final draft due 24 March 
 
Purpose of the report: The report is a compilation of the information gathered in the first two memos, plus it 
will have a new section (see below for the content of the last section). As in workplaces, you will be using 
information that you have already gathered in one format (the memos) and reusing some of this information, 
adding new information, and presenting a final, polished product (the report).  
 
The final report will include the information gathered for the first two memos, plus it will include the 
following additional information: 

1. Take a close look at the publications chosen for the second memo, paying particular attention to the 
abstract, methods section, and conclusion. What does the scholar hypothesize? What methods does 
the scholar use? What is the evidence used and what are the findings of the research?  

2. Analyze the scholar’s work over time. Answer the following questions: Has the scholar’s research 
interest changed over time? You could organize this section of the report by treating each publication 
individually or by tracing the similarities and differences between the publications. 

Note: This list of publications will become the first entries of the annotated bibliography. Consider developing the annotated 
bibliography in conjunction with this assignment. 

3. Looking at the reference pages in the publications, or/and the citation link in Google Scholar, do you 
see any scholars who appear consistently as sources for the research or who cite the scholar? Can you 
tell who is in conversation with this scholar (who is citing the scholar and who the scholar is citing)? 
Briefly discuss how the scholar is engaging in scholarly conversation with other scholars. 

 

Prepared by: Lourdes Fernandez, lfernan5@masonlive.gmu.edu 

 


