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ASSIGNMENT 
• Proposal Essay 
• 6-8 pages (1500-1750 words) plus Works Cited page 

 
DESCRIPTION 
The third assigned essay in this course is a proposal essay. The Proposal Essay consists of two 
arguments: First, the problem, which must be stated so as to convince the reader that it actually 
needs to be solved; and, second, the solution, which must convince the reader of its ability to 
successfully solve the problem. The Proposal Essay must be written for a specific audience that 
you will identify, and the proposed solution must be convincing enough to motivate that 
audience to take action.   

CHOOSING A TOPIC 
You will first think of a problem (preferably one you have personally experienced in your life), 
and then create a written proposal of how that problem can be solved. The problem can be 
something you are currently facing or something that you faced in your past. It should be 
founded upon personal experience or knowledge in order for you to write the essay well. The 
problem must be specific, not vague. 

WHAT TOPICS WON’T WORK 
Large scale problems affecting a large amount of people, such as Global Warming, or issues like 
abortion, the death penalty, legalization of marijuana, lowering the drinking age, and other tired 
topics. This is not an Opinion Essay, which examines a divisive topic and argues one side of that 
issue; the goal of this essay is to suggest a solution to a problem and to convince a specific, 
relevant audience that your solution has merit. 

WHAT TOPICS WILL WORK 
Though we’re calling this paper a “proposal,” it is actually a type of persuasive essay. As such, 
your essay should: 

• Convince the audience that a problem exists 
• Persuade the audience that your solution has merit 
• Inspire the audience to take action to fix the problem.  

Any problem that you have personally faced can be used for this argument. Here’s an “elevator 
pitch” example of a problem and solution from my own life that might make a good proposal 
essay:  

The charming beach town of Rehoboth Beach, Delaware, has become increasingly overcrowded 
by cars in the decades since I’ve been vacationing there. And now that my mom lives in 
Rehoboth fulltime, I see firsthand how the exorbitant traffic has changed the culture of this 
formerly relaxing resort. I know locals (my mom is one of them) who refuse to even leave their 
homes after 10:00 in the morning during the month of August. I suggest that a discount be 
offered to renters who agree to bring only one car on vacation, and that the town subsidize the 
home owners offering the discount. The town might argue that they need the parking revenue, 
but more foot traffic would support local businesses and bolster the economy in an equally 
important way. Plus, if Rehoboth don’t preserve the relaxing vacation culture people come here 
to find, the town’s tourism industry will inevitably suffer in the long run, anyway. 
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Yours might be that Big and Tall stores should carry clothes for men who are tall, but not big OR 
that George Mason needs to improve campus accessibility for blind students OR that George 
Mason should implement a Paleontology Major because students are being deprived the ability 
to study dinosaurs in depth OR that you should not be required to take Comp 101 OR any of a 
million other possibilities. Just remember that the more personal knowledge you have of the 
problem, and the more original your solution, the more meaningful your proposal will be. 

CREATING A REVALATORY THESIS 

Your thesis will need to be specific to a particular audience who has some ability to act in regard 
to implementing the problem you write a solution to. If you’re writing to George Mason’s 
president, your argument will be very different than if you’re writing to Nike’s Board of Trustees 
or to your town’s mayor. When you turn in your paper, you’ll need to identify the specific 
intended audience – write it under your name on the first page of your essay.  

A good proposal should: 

• Formulate a specific, clear, compelling claim regarding the problem. 
• Provide clear evidence for the claim. 
• Take into account the specific audience that you’ve chosen for your paper. 
• Propose a clear, specific, feasible solution to the problem. 
• Demonstrate clear organization. 

RESOURCES FOR ESSAY 3 
This essay will use both primary and secondary sources. You are required to cite a total of 6-8 
sources for your final paper, including at least one primary source, two academic or scholarly 
sources, and one counter source. 

Primary Sources: 

• Interviews, surveys, studies, census reports, court documents, social media feeds, etc. 

Secondary Sources: 

• 2 academic/scholarly sources 
• Other relevant sources of your own choosing 

 
INCORPORATING SOURCES 
Early in this project, you will submit an annotated bibliography formatted in MLA style, which 
will be considered separately from your proposal essay. Your proposal essay will require both 
MLA in-text citations and a works-cited page formatted in MLA style. 


