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ASSIGNMENT: Topic Idea “Elevator Pitch” and Annotated Bibliography  
 

FORMATTING: 
• Topic Idea: 12-pt font, Times New Roman, double-spaced 
• Annotated Bib: See MLA guidelines 
• Both: 1 in. margins (note that Word defaults to 1.25 in. margins) 
 

TOPIC IDEA “ELEVATOR PITCH” DESCRIPTION: 
The early stages of any research project require you to perform a general survey of available 
research on the topic and to develop a basic outline of your project (you could think of this as 
an “elevator pitch”). Part 1 of the your Proposal Essay assignment is designed to help you 
identify your most useful sources and to succinctly articulate the problem you intend to 
solve, as well as your proposed solution. 
 
Your proposal will need to include the following elements: 

• Your topic and why you chose it 
• Working thesis/claim  
• The specific audience you are trying to reach 
• Your proposed solution to the problem 
• The main points you will make to support your proposal thesis 

   
You may present these elements in either bullet or paragraph form (though you may find that 
trying to write them out in complete sentences and paragraphs will be most helpful to you as 
you move from proposal to essay). 
 
ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY DESCRIPTION: 
The purpose of an annotated bibliography is to develop a guide to help you with your own 
research. It is a tool to help you organize your sources and evaluate which of them are useful 
to your final proposal essay, and which are not.  
 
Your Annotated Bibliography must include at least 5 sources: 

• 2 academic/scholarly sources  
• 1 counter-source or opposing view source  
• If you intend to use an interview as one of your final sources, you should include 

that here 
• The remaining sources are of your own choosing 

 
Your annotations should be 1-2 brief paragraphs (c. 150-250 words) and include the 
following information:  

• Summary of the source’s main research question. Summarize this source’s topic 
and main argument. How does it connect to your proposal?  

• Evaluation of the source’s credibility. What expertise does the author have? What 
kind of reputation does the publisher have? How do you know you can trust/believe 
the information presented? What are some biases the article presents?  

• Evaluation of the source’s relevance to your project. Be as specific as possible. 
How do you plan make use of this source? What does it teach you about your topic? 
How does it further your investigation? 


